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FOREWORD

My Dear Friends,

The festival season is again with us, which we have been looking forward to for the whole year, as
usual! This is the time when we really put all our worries, differences, stresses & tensions behind and
join the festivities. We at PPBP started out over a decade and a half back to start our Shree Shree
Durga Puja with a set of different approach from the normal ways in which our friends in other
associations in Pune conducted their Pujas, and we had termed this set of differences as “Core Values
of PPBP” which has been the bedrock on which we have been building PPBP since. Also these “Core
Values” had been arrived at after a lot of discussions & soul searching.

There were a lot of scepticism at the outset, as to whether this novel approach would survive the
test of time, and become a permanent way of organising the Puja and our beloved PPBP. However,
that scepticism was over on the very first day of our very first Puja, and the entire PPBP Family has
not looked back ever since. Members have not only been patronising it wholeheartedly, but we have
been successfully expanding our memberships and also enhancing our cultural activities and social
work continuously. Just to give a few examples, PPBP has commenced on undertaking Social Services
in and around Pune in order to, what we term as, “Give Back To The Society”. A second initiative is
to conduct PPBP Day, which we started for the first time this year, with an express objective of
showcasing our local, home-grown talents to the discerning audience of Pune.

We are sure these initiatives will be strengthened over time with your active participation, and also
be able to enhance their qualities. This Magazine is another example towards this initiative, which
has entered its second year, and we are confident that it will also continue to blossom in the years
to come.

On behalf of The Management Committee as well as on my personal behalf, we take this occasion to
wish each one of you and the members of your family, A Very Happy Durga Puja and Festival Time.

Sincerely,
Dr. Bidyabijay Bhoumik

President, Pashchim Pune Bangiya Parishad
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Sivalli Senglll)la, a Sanskrit scholar from the University of Calcutta
and a Ph.D in Library & Information Science from the SPPU (formerly
University of Poona), from where she retired as a faculty member in
1997. An avid follower of Bangla literature, she has been teaching Bangla at
Surajhankar since its inception. She has been actively involved in various
cultural activities in Pune, especially in the field of children's theater since
the past five decades.
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Allill(lya Goswami is an associate professor of Mathematics in
[ISER Pune. He was born in Sodepur, a suburb of Kolkata in 1980. Presently
he stays in Pune with his wife and daughter. Apart from his research and
teaching mathematics, he also enjoys writing poems in Bengali.
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During Durga Puja This Weekend

SPANDAN 2019

Swati Shome

It's Durga Puja this weekend.

We will have to go to church

And set up the metal folding chairs,
Tables for food etc.

| wonder if any parent will bring a
Movie like Dumbo for us kids to watch.
Last year there was a

Projector in the corner room of the
Second floor of the church.

It's Durga Puja this weekend.

Of course, in India, it got over weeks ago.
For us Durga Puja is always on

Friday, Saturday and Sunday.

Ma will make Sandesh 400 of them

For our members to eat.

Last year she made 600 of them.

Baba says our Durga Puja group

Has quarrelled yet again and split into two.
Why do we Bengalis quarrel so much?

Don’t eat with your left hand.

It's Prasad. To be eaten with the right.
What about Bobby?

He is a lefty. Is he supposed to

Lift the food with his right or left?

We have to go stand

With the others in front.

Put your hands together.

It's Anjali.

Who? Where is she?

Not a person, silly.

This standing with flowers

In hand, repeating strange sounds,
This is Anjali.

Then we have to sit patiently

In front and watch the elders

Wear strange clothes and

Sing and prance around the stage

Keep quiet. Otherwise you will get yelled at.
Let’s play one potato, two potato silently.

| am wearing gold! Real gold'
Ma let me wear it.

Can’t believe it.

| am like a princess.
Everyone is looking at me.

Everyone is laughing at the people on stage
Wonder why. This new dress is kind of scratchy
But is OK.

Aunties are praising me

Because | agreed to wear such a strange costume.

The dancing, the prancing

The lines of people on stage
Swaying their heads while singing
Has ended.

Durga Puja is over.

We help put the chairs in the back of the church,
While our parents clear the tables.

Now is the best part of Durga Puja.

We kids sweep the church with huge dry mops.
And crash into each other

Kaboom! The dirt has spread all over again

This is more fun than even bumper cars!

Yeah, we are Bengalis.

Our moms wear saris and

Red nail polish dots on their foreheads.
We will have to wait another year

For our bumper mop crashes

Wait another year

Till we celebrate Durga Puja again.

(SWali SHOME grew up in the USA, where Durga Puja was often held in church premises.]
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Jonaki Bhattacharya nas been born, brought up,
educated (Arts graduate from Miranda House) and married
in Delhi and then lived in different parts of India; the last
45 years being in Pune. She is interested in every aspect of
life and lives it on her own terms with great style!

* QN ALHAT RF 293 AFI*re
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= lista Bandyopadhyay
' Class V,
Vidya Valley School
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Rilllllal'lla Mlll(llel'iee is a teacher by

profession. Writing and dancing are her passions. She has been
with PPBP for last 5 years.
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Malay l)lllla Cll0W(llllll'Y started as a lecturer in Silchar, Assam and
came to Pune in 1970. He completed his Ph.D. from NCL in 1975 and then went for ‘

post-doctoral research to USA. After teaching at Anna University, (Chennai) for a : '
couple of years he returned to Pune to join the Mahindra group. At the age of 65,
he retired as the Managing Director of Mahindra Composites Ltd. Now at 77, he leads
a happy retired life, occasionally offering consultancy to Composites Technology and

Business.
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Jyotishko Roy
Standard lll, Delhi Public School
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Ramﬂas Bﬂ“ﬂYﬂpﬂﬂnyay, Tanmoy Bandyopadhyay’s father,

has been instrumental in promoting theatre and Bengali culture in Nagpur.
Be it Nazul-Rabindra Geet Sandhya or Baul Geete, or a famous drama from
Kolkata RamDa has infused the wonders of Bengal into the orange citys
probashi Bangalis. A prolific actor-director, RamDa has produced numerous
award-winning plays for his cultural club — ROOP RANGA. His passion for all
things Bengali permeats thru his writing, be it prose or poetry.
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War: A gateway to hell Tiyasha Ghosh

The war hasn't begun yet
But I'm already bleeding LS bl o
The gates of hell are far away
But I'm already pleading

Will | see the end of this?
Will 1 make it through?
Will I come back marching?
Or covered in a shroud

There 1s no pride in sacrifice

No nation to serve

The weak at heart close their eyes
While the strong one's survive

Some are scared for life
Some are dead inside

While some emerge victorious
Chest out and head held high

No matter the consequences

We march onward and upward

We, the children of the future

To meet our fates at the gateway to hell.

Tiyasha Ghosh
Std. 12th Arts
§t. Mira's College for Girls
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One More Due
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Shasmita Sanyal

“How many colours bears the tricolour?”

Asked the mean looking teacher in manner cold.
“I'know! 1 know! | know!” shouted the tiny bubble
The youngest one in class, the only five year old

The grand hag's gaze zeroed down on him
She pointed her long sharp cane at him and said,
“If you go wrong, four on each filthy fist.”

“Five colours”, quoth the lad, with as much weight as lead...

The cane tore through the air towards his trembling fist
The terror in his eyes at its highest crest

The swish of the cane was the only echo that sounded
“Name your five”, was the next

“Saffron, white green”, before the next whip he sobbed
“And the Ashok Chakra blue”

“That’s just four, sounded with another swish

There’s still one more due.”

“And the big red spot”, sobbed the tiny bubble
“Imbecile, your flag bears no such colour”

“But it was there in the centre, when my Daddy
Came back home wrapped in your tricolour”

Guilt shrouded the teacher’s face
Her trembling lips turned away from the class’ view

“Teacher, teacher”, said he then, with sight blurred and fist extended,

“l still have one more due.”

Shasmita Sanyal

Standard 10
§t. Mart’s School
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Barnali Mlll(llﬁl’iee is a Masters in Bengali Literature from

Jadavpur University, Kolkata. Her specialization is linguistics and her passion
poetry. She herself is an avid reader and prolific writer of Bengali poetry and
stories. She also is an elocutionist and loves to recite poetry. Some of her
works have been published in DESH magazine of Anand Bazar Patrika and
others have found place in other renowned Bengali magazines across the

country.

SPANDAN 2019

e ied @9 gl arel A '
e |, P frm Mot o gfoe wow
aFverl @ Y R e or--
| 1 R O T ) B B AP B
A FC GFCE ql| ST TGl e Y
e =)

a5 fae eFifer Iecem - toR e ofe
TR e, 939 ®/AE F1 @)

TR AR Wl OfFT IREN WA O
TEANR ©I5T ST |

Wi e -y W s 3w
3F I S| QAT Y| (39|

PPBP Publications

ROy AT 42



SPANDAN 2019

Ansh Gupta
Class I, Vidya Valley School
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A hope within hope. ..
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Dibyangana Saha

It was a race against time as | frantically put last
minute touches to my office presentation and got
ready for work simultaneously on a busy, busy
Wednesday morning. My boss had entrusted me with
a final stage client presentation and it just had to be
impeccable. Well, you see, a lot of the usual
meaningless mundane stuff every corporate official
has to endure with like, performance rating,
promotion, salary hike etc. etc. depended on how
this one went. And amidst all this hustle bustle I
get a call from the nanny announcing she is on an
unplanned leave for the next 3 days. Suddenly my
entire world had just come crashing down with that
| minute |3 second call. Nanny incognito meant me
missing office altogether, for 3 straight days because
the little bugger had just turned one and day care
was never an option for my husband and me. Forget
promotion, | would be thankful If 'm not shown the
door when [ finally show up on Monday at office.

A crying one year old toddler and a houseful of work
was all that | could see dangling in front of my eyes.
| was desperately hoping by some miracle of God my
own mother got teleported in front of me and |
would leave everything on her sturdy shoulders and
scoot off to office. Flee off to my daily breath of
fresh air far away from all this madness.

| was almost in tears when Mom in law came to my
room, mainly to remind me | was getting late for
work .| grudgingly replied that | will be taking leave
for the next 3 days as nanny will not be coming for
work. In an annoyingly calm manner she insisted |
leave for office immediately.

| was very surprised with her response. After all, she
had never ever ‘worked ‘her entire life. She has

always been the butt of the whole family’s jokes for
that. So what did she know about the importance
of my presentation? How on earth would she
comprehend the importance of me gradually climbing
up the corporate ladder! Because all she herself
seemed to care about was visiting this particular
temple on a Thursday as apparently Thursday is a
very auspicious day to pay a visit to this temple and
she had been bugging me about it for quite some
time now. And | had been very conveniently ignoring
her wishes.

That day, however, | selfishly obliged and stepped
outside home to catch my office bus. | stepped
outside leaving back all my fears and anxiety with
her. To tick off another checkbox from my so called
bucket list. To fly off from the nest with the wings
my Mother in law had just provided me, though she
herself never got to spread hers.

On my commute to office | started pondering upon
this gracious gesture made by my mother in law and
all the other things she had done for me. She was
the one who had left her own home to take care of
mine. She was that pillar of support who infused in
me the courage to go make the world my oyster.
She put her life on hold to make sure mine
remained unchanged. Whilst | went out to ‘work to
earn money’ she ‘worked’ at making my house a
‘home’ for us to return back to. And this was the
‘work’, this thankless job, she was doing her entire
life with not so much as a twitch in her eyebrows.
And we were all too shallow to realize its worth.

Despite her not being my ‘own’ mother and | being
the ‘outsider’ in her family, she, out of the sheer
vastness of her heart, saw in me the daughter she
never had. She treated me like her ‘own’ daughter,
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and not like an ‘outsider’. She was selfless enough to
not let my dreams get curbed despite hers not
getting fulfilled.

She probably saw herself in me.

Probably, as my hopes got fulfilled, her hopes, which
she had woven within mine, got fulfilled too.

| have seen many women consider motherhood to be
a burden. As an obstacle in their ever flourishing
career. However, motherhood should not be a
showstopper to a woman’s career or their lifestyle. It

SPANDAN 2019

should be a life enriching process for any woman
who chooses to tread on that path. And it is on that
day | realized that mothers in law like mine, though
are a rare breed, make this process a cakewalk.

That day the presentation went extremely well. But
instead of attending the follow up meeting the next
day, | took that day off. | took my Mother in law to
that temple she had been wanting to go for such a
long time. Though now | am sure, there, in that
temple, on that auspicious Thursday, she had
probably prayed for me and the wellbeing of my
family itself.

nibyanga“a $aNa i a risk consultant by profession and a writer,

singer and fitness enthusiast by passion. Mother of a gourmet and a 5 year
old chatterbox. Desperately trying to maintain the so called myth of a 'work
life balance'©. Believes in making every moment count.
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Sushan Konar i a Astrophysicist who not only loves to write but also has the
terrible habit of subjecting unsuspecting people to impromptu lectures. The result of this
combination is a weekly blog called ‘Monday Musings™ (https://sushan-konar-
musings.blogspot.com/) posted on, not surprisingly, every Monday.
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Rajyasree is an ardent lover of Painting and Music. Being a Master's in
Botany from Presidency College Kolkata, she has also completed Diploma in
Fine arts from Viswa Bharathi University. She is an avid nature lover and is
extremely fond of singing. Music flows through her paint brushes and brings
life back on the canvas.
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THE WORLD OF PPBP...

PPBP’S new Managing Committee

Bidyabijay Bhaumik  N.L. Laskar & Sandeep Munshi Tanmoy Bandyopadhyay

President Vice Presidents General Secretary

Soumyadarshan Biswas
Treasurer

Debapratim Sikidar, Geeta Chowdhury, Sriparna Dhar, Subashis Mitra
Joint Secretaries
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PPBP’s Gala Tribute to the Teen Purush!
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AGE CAN'T STOP US FROM ENJOYING LIFE!
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WHEN MEMBERS BECOME A FAMILY!
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MEMORIES OF YEARS PAST...
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SOCIAL SIDE of PPBP...
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